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Tenkiller State Park

Tenkiller State Park

There are many reasons why we call Tenkiller 
State Park, "Heaven in the Hills". Located on the
shore of scenic Lake Tenkiller, this park is an 
outdoor recreation wonderland. The magnificent 
limestone cliffs, crystal clear water and abundant 
water sports, including an underwater scuba park,
make this one of Oklahoma's favorites.

Tenkiller State Park
8 miles N of Gore or SH 100
Vian, OK 74962

Phone: (918) 489-5641
Toll Free: (800) 652-6552
Fax: (918) 489-2111
Cabin Office: 918-489-5641

Email: tenkillercabins@oklahomaparks.com
Nature Center: lbunn@OklahomaParks.com

Tenkiller State Park could be the quiet setting you desire for a quiet get-away. 
Tenkiller features courtyard cottages for a lodging alternative. Eacg room has a 
refrigerator, heat and air, and all linens are furnished. Recreational opportunities 
abound at Tenkiller State Park including all water sports, fishing (largemouth 
bass, crappie, sunfish, channel catfish), boating and hiking. Facilities include a 
swimming pool with change house, scuba diving park, volleyball and basketball 
courts, shuffleboard and horseshoes, amphitheater, playgrounds, community 
center, group picnic shelters, swimming beaches, kid's fishing pond, nature 
center, paved hiking trail, and lighted boat ramps. Lodging amenities include 
cabins, RV and tent campsites. The park's Pine Cove Marina offers fuel, gifts, 
sportswear, snacks, repairs, boat slip rentals, diving equipment sales and the 
floating Clearwater Cafe. Greenleaf State Park located nearby. The scuba diving 
park features underwater attractions ranging from a completely submerged 
school bus to various sunken boats and their new additions includes an aircraft 
fuselage. Our children's pond has been stocked with rainbow trout for our winter 
visitors. Children 16 and under can catch their limit of three fish per day per 
fisherman. No charge or permit required. We have special rates for weekend or 
weekday visits. Contact us at 918-489-5643 or email us at: 
tenkillercabins@oklahomaparks.com for more information.  View Park Map.

Directions: 
Driving east on I-40, take exit 287, follow Hwy 100 north through gore to park. 
Westbound I-40, take exit 297, 10 miles north on SH 82 to SH 100, 3 miles south
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to park.

Features/Facilities: 
Bicycle Rental • Credit Cards Accepted • Fishing Boat Rental • Kitchen •
Lake/River View • Meeting Room • Outdoor Swimming Pool • Pets Allowed •
Restaurant on Site • Senior Discount • 1,190 Park Acres • 12,650 Lake Acres •
Tenkiller Ferry Dam (Oklahoma's second tallest at 97 ft.) • 39 Cabins (some with
fireplace) • 10 Courtyard Cottages • 10 Camping Areas, 240 Campsites •
Assigned Campground • Nature Center • Community Building • Swimming Pool
with slide and log roll • Boating • Fishing • Water Skiing • Scuba Diving •
Fishing (in Lake and Trout-stocked Stream) • Marina • Amphitheater • Kids
Fishing Pond (stocked with trout during winter season) • 2 Swim Beaches •
Picnic Shelters • Playgrounds • Volleyball and Basketball Courts • Hiking and
Nature Trails • Hayrides and Campfire Programs • Bicycle Rentals • Scuba Dive
Park • Naturalist 

Nearby: 
Blue Ribbon Downs, Sallisaw • Sequoyah's Home, Sallisaw • Cherokee Heritage
Center, Tahlequah • Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah • Murrell Home, Tahlequah •
Illinois River Floating • Greenleaf State Park, Braggs • Brushy Lake State Park,
Sallisaw • Sequoyah National Wildlife Refuge, Vian

Tour Group Services: Group Rates 

Days/Hours Open: Cabin office open daily 8am-4:30pm

Group Contact: Diane Rutland

 ®Copyright 2004 Oklahoma Parks, Resorts, & Golf. All rights reserved.
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       rocks: Jeannie Thompson
· Jetskier: Marion Carpenter

About Lake Tenkiller
Camping

With almost 1,400 acres available for camping around Lake 
Tenkiller and along the Upper and Lower Illinois River, the 
Tenkiller area is the camper's paradise. With two state parks and
many campgrounds that are privately owned or managed by the 
U.S. Corps of engineers, there is room for everyone with a 
range of facilities from RV hookups to the most primitive 
settings of your choosing. The parks have boat ramps, 
restrooms equipped with showers, picnic shelters and tables, 
drinking fountains, swimming areas, playgrounds, and grills.
Handicap accessible sites are also available. Group camping areas are plentiful and
packages may be arranged by calling any of the state parks or private sectors. Many
family reunions, weddings, group retreats, and corporate events are coordinated yearly.
Special programs are also available through Tenkiller State Park's Nature Center. Be sure
to call ahead for reservations, to arrange special programs for your group, or to check on 
upcoming events.

All lake swimming areas are protected from boats with safety buoy markers and most 
camping grounds are patrolled twenty four hours a day by the State Park Rangers, 
Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission Rangers, and the Corps of Engineers. The
camping fees are reasonable, and there are several free public access areas along the 
Upper Illinois River. Campsites for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers parks and
recreation areas can now be reserved by dialing toll free to 1-877-444-6777. Individual
campsites may be reserved 240 days in advance, while group facilities may be reserved 
360 days in advance. Reservations are not required but are recommended for holidays
and peak season. For information on campsites not regulated by the U.S. Corps of
Engineers you may contact Tenkiller State Park at 1-918-489-5641 for state park 
camping or the Greater Tenkiller Area Association at 1-918-457-4403 for all privately 
owned campsites. 

Boating/Marinas

Tenkiller Lake is the clearest body of water in Oklahoma. Nearly 13,000 acres provide
ample space for a wide variety of boating activities that cover sailing, scuba diving, 
water skiing, wakeboarding, innertubing, fishing, cruising, lounging and jet skiing.

There are several full service marinas on the lake that provide 
fuel, snacks, swimwear, water toys, and a few items that may 
have been dropped overboard. Four of the marinas, Pine Cove,
Barnacle Bill's, Burnt Cabin and Sixshooter, also serve as 
floating restaurants that allow casual dress straight from the 
lake. There are also several businesses and marinas that are
available to assist any boater that experiences accidents or 
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breakdowns. Refer to the business directory for our business
members.

The rocky bluffs and serene, lush forests provide beautiful scenery from any spot on the 
lake. There are many secluded coves to anchor into and enjoy a day on the lake. The
sunsets have been ranked as one of the most engaging sights in the state. The clear night
skies afford an infinite array of stargazing, perfect for nighttime romance, sailing, or 
hunting for falling meteors.

Several marinas rent pontoons, ski boats, and wave runners, so don't worry about missing 
a beat, or having to haul your boat if you live a long distance from our shores.

Remember to observe all boating safety regulations, practice water safety, wear your life 
jacket, and be responsible, to ensure repeat visits to Oklahoma's resplendent clear water 
paradise.

Lodging

Not wanting to pitch a tent or don't own a RV? You'll be torn
between the many resorts, cabins, condos, bed and breakfasts, 
and hotels in the Tenkiller Area. The facilities range from small
4 or 5 unit operations to hotels and resorts capable of housing 
300 or more a night. Visitor's can choose from locations nestled
in the serene setting of the woods, surrounded by nature, along 
the banks of the river or lake, perched high above the water on 
bluffs, with breathtaking views of the water, or in town with the 
conveniences of close shopping and dining. The facilities
provide its guests with a variety of services ranging from dining facilities, swimming 
pools or swimming areas, boutiques, boat rentals, heated fishing docks, gamerooms, 
video rental, and much, much more.

During the peak summer holidays, festivals, and events, accommodations fill up quickly, 
so it is always wise to book in advance. Check the calendar of events for dates to
remember!

Stay as many nights as you can to enjoy all the amenities that take you away from it all! 

Dining

You don't have to bring a grill or expect to cook over an open fire. After a day of
boating, rafting, or any other strenuous fun activity a robust appetite can be squelched by 
a variety of local restaurants. Whether you are in the mood for good home cooking,
candlelit romance, barbeque, bar and grill, Italian, Chinese, or the ole reliable 
cheeseburger, you won't be disappointed. Check the business directory for a list of 
business members in the area.

Fishing and Hunting

Fishing and wildlife resources at Tenkiller Lake provide a wide 
variety of outdoor recreation opportunities. Year-round fishing 
is good with black bass, white bass, striped bass, crappie, 
catfish, bream and walleye, with rainbow and brown trout 
stocked in the Illinois River below the dam. The trout fishery on 
the river attracts many visitors, as does the Illinois River above 
the lake which attracts canoeist and rafters. Three heated fishing 
docks offer winter fun for crappie fishing. Lake Tenkiller is a 
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popular lake for fishing tournaments. Striped bass are also 
common in the lower Illinois River with several state record fish coming from its waters. 
The current state record was caught in July 1996 by Louis Parker of Gore. Fishing is a
year-round activity with each season producing its own challenges.

You will need an Oklahoma Fishing and/or Hunting license.
Visit http://www.wildlifedepartment.com for details.

Spring - White bass (sandies) provide excellent fishing opportunities in the spring as 
they head for the upper Illinois River to spawn. Carter's Landing to Horseshoe Bend
is an excellent area to catch the spring run. Crappie fishing is usually best in the 
spring as the fish prepare for spawning. Look for small pea gravel type banks and 
shallow willow trees.

Summer - Largemouth bass move to deeper water during the hot summer months. 
Night fishing is popular due to the heavy day use on the lake. Smallmouth bass 
provide some scrappy fighting in the summer. Most successful areas to catch 
smallmouth bass are in the upper Illinois River and Baron Fork Creek. White bass 
begin to school during the summer months. Areas near Cookson, Chicken Creek, and 
Snake Creek are good choices. Crappie can be found in deep water during the hot 
summer months. Catfishing really picks up during the summer. Fishing the deep 
water near mud flats around Pettit Bay, Standing Rock and Carter's Landing are 
excellent choices.

Fall - Largemouth bass return to the shallows as water temperatures start to cool 
back down. White bass can be caught along the windy, rocky points. Crappie move 
back to the shallows and can be found on submerged brush. Catfishing is good in ten 
to twenty feet of water.

Winter - Largemouth bass seek deep water for winter months. Fish deep underwater 
structures. White bass also seek deeper water. Crappie can be caught from one of the 
heated fishing docks around the lake.

Whether you choose summertime or winter time to fish, you are 
sure to have a good time and hopefully come home with a fish 
or two. Hunting opportunities are abundant around Tenkiller. 
This area is ranked 2nd in Oklahoma for number of deer taken 
during deer season. Project lands are open for public hunting, 
except for developed recreational areas and lands in the vicinity 
of the dam and other project structures. Approximately 2,590 
acres of project land are licensed to the Oklahoma Department 
of Wildlife conservation for a State Game Management Area. 
An additional attraction is the Gruber Public Hunting Area and the Cherokee Game 
Refuge on old Camp Gruber near the western shore of the lake. Principal game species 
include whitetail deer, bobwhite quail, mourning dove, duck, geese, cottontail rabbit, and 
squirrel. Public hunting maps showing both Corps and State area open for hunting are 
available from the Tenkiller Lake Project Office near the dam or from the Greater 
Tenkiller Area Association office in Keys.

Golfing

Oklahoma was in the "golf spotlight" when Tulsa's Southern Hills Country Club hosted 
the U.S. Open in June of 2001. OSU's own Bob Tway and Tiger Woods are just two of 
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the notable players who have competed on this beautiful area golf course.

Golf in the Tenkiller Lake community has made its own news 
among Oklahoma golfers this past year. Cherry Springs Golf 
Club, located in Tahlequah, celebrated the turn of a new century 
by adding nine new holes to the course. This popular and scenic 
championship course plays at 6,814 yards to a par of 72 (rated 
at 72.8 with a slope of 127). The Cherry Springs clubhouse area 
has also undergone a recent renovation, including an expanded 
pro shop and extensive landscaping. The nine new holes have 
opened up the opportunity for a few lucky families to buy home 
sites with beautiful golf course frontage. The Cherry Springs Golf Club is located just 
north of Tenkiller Lake on the southern edge of Tahlequah, one mile north of the 
intersection of U.S. Highway 62 and State Highway 82.

The other golf course in this corner of Oklahoma's Green 
Country is the Tenkiller Golf Club, located 1.5 miles east of the 
intersection of Highway 82 and 100, at the southeast corner of 
Tenkiller Lake. This course has also undergone extensive 
renovations in the past year, as new owners took over the 
former East Lake Hills golf course. Set in the beautiful Cookson 
Hills above Tenkiller Lake, this 18-hole championship course 
plays at 6,467 yards through a hardwood forest of oak, hickory 
and persimmon trees. These trees are part of the course, which 
plays to a par of 72 with a rating of 69.8 and a slope of 117.

The improvements to the golf course at the Tenkiller Golf Club were more than matched 
by the renovation of the clubhouse into the "Duck Club." Four lanes of "duckpins' 
bowling have been added, hence the Duck Club name. If you've not heard of duckpins 
before, you're not alone. This is the first duckpin bowling club west of the Mississippi. 
Popular in some parts of the eastern U.S. and some parts of Canada, duckpins are played 
on a standard bowling lane with scoring identical to the tenpins bowling that everyone is 
familiar with. However, duckpins are shorter and a little fatter looking... like a duck! The 
big difference is the bowling ball, which with a 5" diameter, is smaller and weighs just 
3-pounds-12-ounces compared to the 13 to 16 pound balls used in tenpins bowling. You 
would imagine that this is a popular game for seniors and young people, but aggressive 
and skilled bowlers will find a whole new challenge to the game. So far, no one has 
rolled a perfect game in duckpins! Along with this new exciting sport, The Duck Club 
also houses the Tenkiller Golf Club pro shop, and one of the newest and best sports bar 
and grills in the Tenkiller Lake area. 

Nature and Hiking

The Tenkiller Valley Recreational Area, a natural scenic wilderness, is nestled in the 
Cookson Hills of Eastern Oklahoma. Fish and wildlife resources at Lake Tenkiller
provide a wide variety of outdoor recreational opportunities - from hunting and fishing to 
bird watching and wildlife observation. Principal game species in the area include: 
whitetail deer, turkey, bobwhite quail, mourning dove, cottontail rabbit, squirrel and 
waterfowl.

Sequoyah National Wildlife Refuge is located 2 miles south of 
Vian. The 20,800 acre refuge is the winter home for nearly a 
million migratory geese, ducks and other waterfowl. Winter 
time is also an excellent time to view bald eagles, bobcats, and 
whiteteil deer. In late September the white pelican make a stop 
here on their annual migration. Admission is free and is open to 
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the public from dawn to dusk.

Cookson Game Refuge is located 5 miles east of Cookson. The 
refuge is open to drive through traffic during August and December. Elk, deer, turkeys, 
bobcat, squirrels, bald eagles, rabbits, and owls are just a few of the animals that can be 
seen. Admission is free and is open from dusk to dawn. Access by foot, horse or 
mountain bike is permitted Jan. 1 - August 31. All access is closed to the public from 
September 1 through November 30.

Tenkiller State Park Nature Center is staffed by volunteers and a naturalist and is open 7 
days a week in the summer. Programs on topics from birdwatching to tree identification 
to animal habitat are scheduled throughout the summer. Activities such as arts and crafts 
and games will also be available during the summer. A short nature trail is being 
developed that travels along a rock bluff and by the lake. Guided tours are available.

Spectacular rock formations, huge boulders, and frequent glimpses of the lake can be 
seen along Standing Rock Nature Trail. The trail (about 1 1/4 miles in length) is made up 
of two loops, each with two segments of shorter trails - Big Pine and Three sisters on the 
first loop, and Big Cedar and Hi-Knob on the second loop. Much of the old world 
atmosphere prevails on the winding trail over hills and valleys in the Standing Rock area.

The Buzzard Roost Trail at Cato Creek Landing (11/2 miles in 
length) winds along a circular pathway beside a creek. It 
features a buzzard roost on a high bluff, a spring that was once 
a source of water for Indians living in the valley, an old military 
wagon road, and a wooden foot bridge supported by large 
limestone boulders. At a point one-fourth of the way to the 
trail's end, the two segments come within a few feet of each 
other allowing persons who prefer not to walk the entire trail to 
turn back, yet be on a different pathway.

The Overlook Nature Trail is located at the Tenkiller Dam Overlook. The trail consists of 
two segments. The first segment of the trail (11/4 miles in length) winds through the 
woods from the Overlook to Highway 10A (near the Methodist Boys Ranch). The 
second segment of the trail continues on from Highway 10A and ends at Strayhorn 
Public Use Area. The trail winds through the woods with several foot bridges, rock 
formations, and creeks located along its length. A variety of wildlife such as squirrels 
and deer are also frequently seen along the trail.

Contact the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission for a list of hiking trails along the 
Illinois River. (918) 456-3251.
Contact the Sequoyah National wildlife Refuge. (918) 773-5251.
Contact Tenkiller State Park for lake guided tours. (918) 487-5693. 

Need more information?
View Tenkiller Lake Guide Online

For more pictures of Lake Tenkiller, click here.
Photos are by Ron Day.
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Home | Business & Campsite Directory | View Tenkiller Lake Guide Online | About 
Lake Tenkiller | Scuba | 
Illinois River | Events | Area History | Area Communities | Area Maps | Helpful Links

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department.
For more information, see http://www.tourism.state.ok.us.
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We've covered fishing 
cities-urban areas where you 
can fish. Now we're talking 
towns-places with under 
100,000 residents. We rated 
everything from single-stoplight 
crossroads to boomtowns, 
factoring in costs, attractions, 
distractions, seasons and, most 
important, fishing action. These 
are the 20 best
By Kirk Deeter

» See all Photo Galleries

Baja by Bike
Fire Quiz
Deer Quiz
Whitetail Blog
Best Shotguns
Subscribe Today!

The Best Fishing Towns in America 
<< Previous  16 of 20  Next >>

Tahlequah, Okla.
The Multi-Species Southern Municipality

Eastern Oklahoma is one of the most diverse fishing
regions in America. Around the town of Tahlequah, you'll 
find what you'd expect: prime largemouth bass fishing 
lakes (like Tenkiller to the south, and Gibson to the 
northwest), as well as some pleasant surprises, like trout 
fishing, and exceptional smallmouth bass fishing in the 
Illinois River. Add catfish, white bass, striped bass, 
crappie, and carp into the mix, and you get the picture. 
Lake Tenkiller is a gem. Its waters are remarkably clear, 
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and its 130-mile shoreline is picturesque. Tahlequah is a 
friendly place, capital of the Cherokee Nation, home to 
Northeastern State University and a strong 
outdoors-connected community. The town bills itself as 
being in the heart of Oklahoma's "Green Country" and it's 
hard to argue against the natural beauty and relatively 
mild climate. Whether you're thinking about sinking new 
roots, or just passing through, it's worth checking out. 

Photo courtesy of: Lake Tenkiller Visitor's Bureau.

<< Previous  16 of 20  Next >>

Comment on This Article

At 2:57 PM, 1/11/2008, alabamahunter said:
Are you kidding me? Only one city in Florida, but two in Alabama. I've 
lived in AL my whole life, but come on. Let's see in Florida I can catch 
tarpon, snook, reds, speckled trout, grouper, sharks, bass, panfish, 
catfish, and just about anything else. InAL all I can catch is bass and 
crappie! 

At 4:47 PM, 1/11/2008, Fishin'Freak said:
Nice spread,however, there is a critical error. Missoula, MT. is in fact a
horrible place to go fishing. Please do not come here, all you will catch
are white fish. Bozeman would be a much better option, or better, just
stay away from Montana, it is cold up here, you will not like it. 

At 5:15 PM, 1/11/2008, MTnative said:
"Fishin'Freak" is clearly one of the hoards of Californians who infested 
Montana then wanted to fence off our great state to the rest...they 
brought their sick 'i got mine' MENTALity with them along with their 
other ills. 

At 7:47 PM, 1/11/2008, Fishin'Freak said:
Nope, 5th generation. And my great elders built the first lumber mill in
the Flathead valley. My post was directed toward Californians
(Commie-fornians), however, I was only being facetious. To be serious,
please come here and spend your money, help Montana's economy so 
my kids may not move out of state to find a job. 

At 8:38 PM, 1/11/2008, Anonymous said:
Thanks for ruining the lack of snowbirds in my oystered bay of 
Apalachicola.jk. That place rocks for fishing. I am there at least 4 times 
a year nailing whitting and shark. 

At 11:24 PM, 1/11/2008, Anonymous said:
what about maine? 

At 4:49 PM, 1/12/2008, Tiderunner said:
Montauk, N.Y.

"The Town Built on Striper Fishing". Yes, indeed, Montauk the "Fishing 
Capital of the World"

At 4:50 PM, 1/12/2008, Tiderunner said:
Montauk, NY

I meant to say the "Surf Fishing Capital of the World." 

At 6:28 PM, 1/12/2008, Anonymous said:
why not roseburg oregon 
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